134                                HOLLAND
the purpose of competition. The examination is both
oral and in writing for each subject, and, except in the
languages, the paper for each written examination
consists of two alternative questions of a broad char-
acter, one or the other of which the candidate must
answer elaborately.
The Second Part is nominally, like the first,
merely a pass examination, and every man who does
sufficiently well in it receives a certificate which quali-
fies him for appointment to the civil service in the
Indies; but as the number of vacancies in the ser-
vice is always smaller than the number of candidates
who succeed at the examination, and the ordinance
provides that those candidates shall be selected in the
order of their rank,1 the examination is virtually com-
petitive. The system of marking is, therefore, of
prime importance. The maximum mark in each sub-
ject is 10, and the Regulations prescribe that o shall
indicate total ignorance, i and 2 bad; 3 and 4 unsatis-
factory, 5 and 6 satisfactory, 7 and 8 good, and 9 and
10 excellent. On the question of passing the exam-
ination the required subjects are alone considered.
Of these there are six, and hence the maximum total
of marks in them is 60. Now if a candidate fails to
obtain a total of 27, or (in order to insure some
knowledge of every branch), if he gets o, I, or 2,
in any subject, or 3 or 4 in more than one subject, he
is rejected.2 If, on the other hand, he gets 5 in every
1 Ordinance of August 29, 1883, Art. n.
2 This seems tautologous; for if a candidate gets no o, i, 2, and